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gist of the charges which had been made against him, and
himself added that were the Dom, in fact, a banished nobleman or
some fugitive from justice, he would be well adyised to confess it.
when honourable asylum would be offered to him at Calicut.
To all this the paladin listened 'with a great deal of firmness in
his Countenance'. When it was time for him to reply, he unfolded
the banner upon which was emblazoned the Cross of Christ and,
telling the king that it was a sacred object by virtue of which he
had come safely ten thousand leagues through storms and every
danger of the sea, he swore upon it that he was not as alleged.
During his discourse, which was long and interspersed, it is said,
with learned quotations—though how it was interpreted Faria y
Sousa does not explain—the king kept his eyes fixed on him,
* hoping', surmises our authority * by exteriour signs to discover the
truth of Ms assertions, and drew a conclusion from the security of
his Looks, the elegancy of his Words and the gravity of his Person,
that there could be no deceit couched under such fair appearances'.
It would be otiose to speculate whether the king, in fact, drew
any such conclusion, but it is probable that he was impressed by
the banner, for the East was, and is to this day, full of magical
banners, and as the navigator had unquestionably survived a
formidable voyage, what was more likely than that he owed his
preservation to the power of a holy thing? But we must conclude
that his real reason for favouring him—for favour him he did—
was7 as we have seen, to force the Moslems to pay higher for their
monopoly. In the event, permission, was renewed for the Portu-
guese to ship a small cargo.
But Moslem influence in Calicut was evidently stronger than
the king supposed. The Dom left the presence, but while he was
passing through the town on his way to the wharf, he was sud-
denly arrested by the mayor*s orders, along with his staff, num-
bering twelve persons. When brought before that functionary he
was abruptly informed that he and his ships must leave Calicut at
once, without cargoes and without compensation for such goods as
had been already landed. Da Gama was obliged to consent to this
and seven of his men were detained as hostages, to be released
only on the eve of his departure.
Back on board, he called a council of officers. It was resolved
that, as the king was clearly unaware of his subordinate's action,
efforts be made to get into touch with him. But these failed, for
the mayor was on the watch. The question, then, was what to do.
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